A new advanced studies program for faculty development in primary care.
To meet the growing demand for more innovative teaching in primary care medicine and simultaneously to improve the overall quality of family practice, McGill University and The Montreal General Hospital, with the cooperation of the McGill School of Nursing, have inaugurated a faculty development center offering a program for advanced studies in primary care medicine and nursing. This program is offered to physicians and nurses who are already members of, or plan to join, a university faculty to teach primary care medicine. The program is diverse and interdisciplinary. Advanced courses are offered in teaching methods, investigative principles, biomedical communication, and management. In addition, each student Fellow participates in academic activities in fields of education, clinical practice, research, and community health care. All Fellows and faculty of the center rotate periodically to several satellite community-based teaching practice units in urban and rural areas of Quebec and to a region of northern New Brunswick. This activity enriches the medical manpower of the various regions, and the urgan physicians acquire an increased awareness of the particular problems and challenges of practicing medicine where full hospital and laboratory services are not always available.